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SENDING PRAYERS TO OUR FAMILY OF  FAITH 

Please remain in prayer for these people who  

are or have recently been under doctor’s care:   

Patty Babian, Ray Sharp, Sandra Paran, Kelly  

Kestel, Vicki Schettling, Evelyn Morrell 
 

Please also keep in your prayers our homebound 

friends: Alice Adams, Enid Holliday, Norma 

Moore, Ray Sharp, Evelyn Morrell, Phil Lett,  

Frances Bramblett, Patty Babian, George and  

Margaret Edgington. 
 

We continue to keep Evelyn Morrell in our 

prayers  

 

We keep Collin Trask in our prayers as he continues 

his recovery and transition.  

 

Audrey Holtz was briefly hospitalized earlier this 

month.  

 

Norma Moore’s sister passed away earlier this 

month.  

 

Carol McWilliam’s sister passed away earlier this 

month.  

 

Vicki Schettling had surgery earlier this month to 

address on-going pain issues. She has reported she 

is making progress.  

 

Patty Babian had successful cataract surgery.  

 

Happy March Birthdays! 
 

 

March 1            Christopher Micheal 

March 3            Carol McWilliam 

March 6            Amy Howard 

March 8            Lindsay Cannon 

March 9            Hannah Darin 

March 10          Angela Kestel 

March 11          Keely Tyson 

March 18          Laura Lee Strawser 

March 24          Morgan Darin 

March 28          Norma Moore  

March 29          Joellyn Ellis, Patty Darin  
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SNOW BIRDS:  

Keeping our friend out-of-state in our hearts  

and prayers… 

Dave and Shirley McEwen 

Jack and Sally Casement 

Phyllis and Ron Bourgois 

 

YOUTH LOCK-IN  

February 27th! See Pastor Babain for more  

details! 
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“SoJourn in this land, and I will be with you, and bless you!” (Gen. 26:3) 
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Dear Friends,  

 

We are called by God to a life of holistic stew-

ardship—to fully serve, sacrifice and surrender 

to the One who has given our lives new and 

eternal meaning. And yet that relationship be-

comes profoundly multifaceted in its real-world 

application as we live for Christ in order to 

make a difference in our communities and re-

spond to many needs “with willing hands.”  

 

 

You can help make a difference! Service in 

Christ’s name is both an opportunity and a 

challenge. For 176 years National Ministries, 

ABCUSA has assisted American Baptist congre-

gations as they have confronted and responded 

to the spiritual and physical needs residents in 

many communities like ours.  

 

 

Our church’s contribution to the America for 

Christ offering goes to support Christ-centered 

ministries that are transforming lives across the 

United States and Puerto Rico. Our giving di-

rectly impacts local activities, projects and min-

istries such as:  

 

 

• Evangelism and Church Painting 

• Camps &Leadership Development              

Conferences 

• Community Development & Refugee             

Resettlement 

• Scholarships for Education & Volunteers        

In Mission 

 

 

I believe God is calling us to support local missions 

in America and Puerto Rico and to join with our 

sisters and brothers as together we serve, sacrifice 

and surrender.  

 

Please join this wonderful opportunity to reach 

America for Christ. We will be receiving  the 

America for Christ Offering on Sunday, March 1, 

2009.  Please use the enclosed envelope to make 

your donation.  

 

 

For the love of Christ urges us on… 

 

 

 

Robert Washburn, Chair 

FBCB Outreach Ministry Team 

With Willing Hands 

Serve. Sacrifice. Surrender. 
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              A Look at the Financials 
                           As of January 31, 2009 
 

 

             Pledged Income Actual            $12,996 

             Pledged Income Budget            $11,734 

 

            Pledged variance                       $  1,262           

 

Please continue to keep current with your pledges.  
 

Ash Wednesday is February 25. We 
will be offering TWO services this year, 

one from 10:30 to 11:30 AM, and then 

a  repeated service at 7PM. The morn-

ing service participants may want to 

come together after the service for 

lunch out together.   

 

We will have a very special Maundy 

Thursday service in The Upper 
Room (church parlor) on April 9th. 

The word “Maundy” comes from the 

Latin name for the day, Deis Manda-

tum, which means “The day of the new 

commandment.” The service is linked 

with four elements of faith—the serving 

of each other and our being prepared 

to be served by Jesus, the New Com-

mandment, the origins of the Eucha-

rist, and the journey of Jesus towards 

the cross.  
  

We will have a Good Friday service 
here at our church with possibly one 

other local church and will not partici-

pate in the larger ecumenical service of 

years past, as most local churches will 

be attending a service  at a church in 

Troy, Michigan.  

 

Easter breakfast is planned for this 
year. Followed by worship service.  

FBCB Downtown Readers will meet on 
February 27. The new book we are reading is 

An American Requiem by James Carroll    

Subtitle: God, My Father, and the War that  

Came Between Us. Join us! 

AB Women of Michigan Proudly  

Present: Spring Fling 2009 
“Jump of Faith” on Saturday, March 21, 2009 at 

New Hope Baptist Church, 3360 E. Midland 

Road, Bay City, MI. 

REGISTRATION ENDS MONDAY, MARCH 16th. 

To Register call Marie Samples at 734.482.6884 

Cost of Registration is $10, made payable to American Baptist 

Women Ministries of Michigan or to ABW Ministries, MI. For more 

information contact the MDAABC office. 

Missing Books 
 

Volumes IX and XI of The New Interpreter’s Bible are 

missing from the REFERENCE shelves in the Church Li-

brary.  These books are part of a 12-volume set purchased 

in December of 2005 and are an important resource for 

our pastoral and teaching staff.  If you have ever used the 

New Interpreter’s Bible for your classes,  research or just a 

paper weight, please check your classrooms, office, car and 

home library to see that they have been returned. 
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March Communion  

Offering: America  

For Christ Offering 
 

AFC gifts support ministries 

that transform lives, churches and communities 

across the United States and Puerto Rico—

bringing hope to children living in poverty and 

equipping leaders to share the Good News of 

Jesus through evangelism, discipleship, congrega-

tional transformation and prophetic justice.  

 

 New Partners in Membership, Ministry and Mission  

with First Baptist Church, Birmingham, Michigan 

 

 A Pattern of New Beginnings in Partnerships of Faith: 

 

BELIEVING in the offer of new beginnings that God 

makes as we come to faith in Jesus Christ, this step is 

taken in freedom. 

 

LEARNING about the teachings and life of Jesus and of 

Christian faith as they point the way to fulfilling God’s 

purpose for our lives. 

 

GROWING   in the understanding and the expression of 

the Good News in Jesus Christ by becoming rooted and 

grounded in the love of God through the disciplines of 

faith. 

 

SERVING empowered by the Spirit of God to bring 

God’s Ways into our day-by-day living through our per-

sonal relationships, in the public arena, and with all of 

God’s creation. 

 

This pattern for understanding our personal commitments 

is paralleled in the life of the congregation.  The church 

seeks to be a BELIEVING, LEARNING, GROWING, 

SERVING community.   As the congregation engages 

these steps, we respond to the word of Jesus which forms a 

“beloved community”. 

 

To become a Partner in Membership with First Baptist 

Church of Birmingham, Michigan: 

 

A person takes the steps toward a new beginning through 

faith in God’s grace made known in Jesus Christ, becomes 

familiar with the life this congregation, both its heritage 

and its vision for future mission and ministry, if not bap-

tized, follows in the waters of baptism and accepts the 

Covenant of the church. 

 

Opportunities are provided for those interested to meet 

with the pastor to discuss these matters. 

 

JWB/January ‘09 

 

Physical Resources  

Ministry Team:  

Managing Building  

Projects & Repairs 
 

Whether we enter our beautiful Sanctuary for 

worship, or Fellowship Hall, or any  room in 

our facility, we accept without thinking the fact 

that these places are ready and comfortable for 

us.  This would not be the case if it were not for 

a group of capable, dedicated people who work 

to make it so. 

  

There are challenges along the way.  These fre-

quently involve compliance with building codes, 

city ordinances, health and safety considera-

tions, scheduling and supervision.   This build-

ing is used by many people and various organi-

zations. 

  

Recently there were two crucial, and very  

expensive, crises which needed to be  

handled  quickly.  They were addressed and  

resolved.   Ask Micky Bly, Leslie Jaquez,  

Arthur   Kaczmarek, Carol McWilliam, Jerry 

Mills, Bill Olsen, and Harriet Stewart about 

this.  And when you talk with them, remember 

to express your thanks for their care and con-

cern for our convenience and safety. 
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From the Lectionary ...From the Lectionary ...From the Lectionary ...From the Lectionary ...    
 
 

Lent is a period of six weeks in which we prepare ourselves to hear once again the great stories of resurrection. 

Traditionally Lent has been a time of fasting and prayer. The mood is somber and reflective, the color purple 

expressing our penitence. It is a time to look inward, to assess our lives and ponder where we are in our relation-

ship with God. We remember God’s covenant and promise, God’s faithfulness as we grow in God’s ways. In 

Lent we  look forward to doing things a different way. In the Scriptures and music we find expressions of all the 

human emotions, longing for God’s presence, desiring to live in God’s ways. 

 

 

Ash Wednesday is a time when we are invited to stay with the betrayals of our hopes for ourselves—the moments 

when we failed to hold to our commitment to the Christ who walks ahead of us on the way. We contrast the mo-

ments when we cheered on the godliness in the world on Palm Sunday and the times when we failed to do that. 

We see and touch the ashes of those as we acknowledge and grieve our profound humanness.  

 

 

Lent I: During this Season of Lent, we reflect on what it means to journey through life as God leads us. The 

psalmist trusts that God is faithful in mercy and steadfast love, and calls all to follow in God’s paths of truth. As 

we explore God’s promise for all humankind, we rejoice in God’s saving love made known to us in the new life 

that Christ proclaims. 

 

 

Lent II: In times of suffering or stress, we may feel that God is against us or doesn’t care. Yet God hears our cries 

and acts to restore wholeness, not only to individuals, but to the whole community and beyond. When disciples 

include suffering and rejection, God is faithful and does not hide. God keeps promises; we respond in faith and 

thanksgiving.  

 

 

Lent III: Author C.S. Lewis described God’s law as “luminous, severe, disinfectant, exultant.” God’s law is cer-

tain and everlasting, instructing us in life-giving ways. The law is God’s sweet word that enlightens us and calls us 

to account, leading us to be what God has created us to be. It enables us to live together in community, set apart 

as God’s people. 

 

 

Lent IV: God is rich in mercy, bringing healing and wholeness to our lives. The psalmist recalls God’s steadfast 

love in bringing the people of Israel back from exile—God acted to save. As Christians we also know God’s saving 

action through Jesus the Christ. We turn to God in faith and praise. God loves and cares for us, no matter what! 

 

 

Lent V: Our hearts call out to God—for healing, wholeness, mercy, salvation, wisdom. Jeremiah's prophecy as-

sures God’s people that God intends to draw close to us, claiming our very being as the center of the new and 

everlasting covenant. Deep in our hearts, we will know God’s Word; we will live in God’s way.  
 

(Seasons of the Spirit)  
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Celebrating Our 13th Year! 

Our next Vespers … 

6 to 8PM 

Sunday, March 15, 2009 

 

“THE SCOTT GWINNELL 

JAZZ ORCHESTRA”  
 

 

 Sixteen musicians make up this jazz orchestra, 

which will present original arrangements from 

their new CD, "Brush Fire" 

Housing the Homeless 
 

Many thanks to everyone who 

worked tirelessly to help sup-

port the South Oakland Shel-

ter program earlier this month. 

Our leaders included Robert Washburn (overall), 

Jodi Bly (Laundry), Carol Olsen (Dinners), Glenn 

Craig (Breakfasts) David Drake (Drivers) Brian 

Blaesing (Monitors ) 
 

Well done and Thank You to  

ALL our volunteers! 

 

Youth Rally 
Saturday, March 28, 2009 from 12:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m. -- 

Metropolitan Detroit Association of American Baptist 

Churches' (MDAABC) Annual Youth Rally 

(www.metrodetroitassoc-abc.org)., location TBA. This 

Youth Rally invites American Baptist Youth Ministries 

from the entire Detroit Metropolitan Area to come to-

gether for Food, Fun, and Fellowship. For more informa-

tion and to indicate your desire to attend and/or volun-

teer to help coordinate this event, please contact the 

MDAABC office at (248) 443-6888. 

 

 

 

World Day of Prayer 
Friday, March 6 

9:30 AM Quiche & Coffee 

10:30 AM Worship Service 

Holy Name Catholic Church 

RSVP 248-642-5493 (Eileen Schrot) 

 

 
Calling FBCB Knitters: BASCC Event 
Creating Comfort for Those Challenged by Cancer 

Thursday, April 23, 2009  6:30-8:30 p.m 

Come and join us for an evening of fun with kindred spir-

its. We will be assembling blankets as teams.  

(No prior experience is necessary.) 

 B.A.S.C.C., 2121 Midvale, Birmingham, MI  48009 

Please call 248-203-5270 to register. 

Please bring a blunt needle, scissors and a dessert to share.  

 

 

 

 

Daylight Savings Time 
Spring ahead one hour in the early 

morning of Sunday, March 8! 
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Daily Prayers For This Month 
 

 

Each morning when you get up, take a brief moment 

to say the prayer written below. See if, by the end of 

the week, having made this time for God’s word, 

somehow, your life has changed for the better, your 

outlook has become brighter, your spirit, stronger.  

These prayers  are taken  from the “Seasons of the 

Spirit” lectionary materials.  

 

 

March 1, 2009 

Teach us your paths, O God, and lead us in your 

truth. You have been steadfast in your love for us, 

and merciful in welcoming and sustaining us. Forgive 

us when we move away from your loving paths, and 

strengthen us to follow in your way. Amen.  

 

 

March 8, 2009 

Praise to you, God of our salvation. You do not hide 

your face from us. When we are in trouble, you come 

near to us. Give us comfort and strength, that we may 

proclaim your good ness and always rejoice in your 

help. Amen. 

 

 

March 15, 2009 

O God, always creating, always revealing to us your 

righteous paths, teach us to delight in your law and 

guide us in your way of life. We give thanks to you 

through Jesus the Christ, who came to show us that 

way. Amen.  

 

 

March 22, 2009 

Loving God, you guide the wanderer, heal the sick, 

free the captive, nourish the hungry. You love and 

care for us. Accept our response of praise and thanks-

giving, and gather us from every place into the com-

munity of your mercy and grace. Amen. 

Potluck Supper Sign Up 
On March 8th, Let’s join together for a “Tell Me A 

Story” event with Pastor Babian and Seminary In-

tern Min. Marcia Bonds. It will be a fellowship 

opportunity for all ages. Please sign up for the Pot-

luck Supper on the sheet next to the church office. 

Please choose between, Main Dish, Vegetable/

salad, Dessert - to serve 8 to 10.  The church will 

provide beverages and rolls.  Please also, bring your 

family's table service (plates, cups, and silverware).  
 

Please Note 
If you receive a paper version of this newsletter, 

but you do have access to the Internet, would you 

consider changing over to receive and electronic 

version of The SoJournal? This will help us save on 

costs. If you are willing to make the change, please 

email Leslie Jaquez, our Office Manager at firstbap-

tistbirm@sbcglobal.net or give her a call at 248-

644-0550. Thank You! 

 
Yale Divinity School Speaker  

at First Baptist Ann Arbor 
Miroslav Volf will be speaking at the First Baptist 

Church of Ann Arbor on Saturday, April 25, 

2009. Dr. Miroslav Volf, is Henry B. Wright Pro-

fessor of Systematic Theology at Yale Divinity 

School. He is also the Director of the Yale Center 

for Faith and Culture. Dr. Volf is a member of the 

Presbyterian Church U.S.A. as well as the Evan-

gelical Church in Croatia. For more information, 

please contact 734.663.9376.  

A Good Quote 
 

“The test of our progress is not whether we add 

more to the abundance of those who have 

much; it is whether we provide enough for 

those who have too little.” 
 

Franklin D. Roosevelt  

U.S. President 
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March 1, 2009 

“God’s Loving Paths” ~ Psalm 25:1-10 

 

March 8, 2009 

“Always Close” ~ Psalm 22:23-31 

 

March 15, 2009 

“Beautiful Law” ~ Psalm 19 

 

March, 22, 2009 

“No Matter What” ~ Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 

 

Upcoming Sunday Morning Worship at 10:30 AM 
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Visit Our Websites at: firstbaptistbirmingham.org and bjazzvespers.org 

E-Mail: firstbaptistbirm@sbcglobal.net 
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I believe God is calling us to support local missions 

in America and Puerto Rico and to join with our 

sisters and brothers as together we serve, sacrifice 

and surrender.  

 

Please join this wonderful opportunity to reach 

America for Christ. We will be receiving  the 

America for Christ Offering on Sunday, March 1, 

2009.  Please use the enclosed envelope to make 

your donation.  

 

 

For the love of Christ urges us on… 

 

 

 

Robert Washburn, Chair 

FBCB Outreach Ministry Team 

With Willing Hands 

Serve. Sacrifice. Surrender. 
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our pastoral and teaching staff.  If you have ever used the 

New Interpreter’s Bible for your classes,  research or just a 

paper weight, please check your classrooms, office, car and 

home library to see that they have been returned. 
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March Communion  

Offering: America  

For Christ Offering 
 

AFC gifts support ministries 

that transform lives, churches and communities 

across the United States and Puerto Rico—

bringing hope to children living in poverty and 

equipping leaders to share the Good News of 

Jesus through evangelism, discipleship, congrega-

tional transformation and prophetic justice.  

 

 New Partners in Membership, Ministry and Mission  

with First Baptist Church, Birmingham, Michigan 

 

 A Pattern of New Beginnings in Partnerships of Faith: 

 

BELIEVING in the offer of new beginnings that God 

makes as we come to faith in Jesus Christ, this step is 

taken in freedom. 

 

LEARNING about the teachings and life of Jesus and of 

Christian faith as they point the way to fulfilling God’s 

purpose for our lives. 

 

GROWING   in the understanding and the expression of 

the Good News in Jesus Christ by becoming rooted and 

grounded in the love of God through the disciplines of 

faith. 

 

SERVING empowered by the Spirit of God to bring 

God’s Ways into our day-by-day living through our per-

sonal relationships, in the public arena, and with all of 

God’s creation. 

 

This pattern for understanding our personal commitments 

is paralleled in the life of the congregation.  The church 

seeks to be a BELIEVING, LEARNING, GROWING, 

SERVING community.   As the congregation engages 

these steps, we respond to the word of Jesus which forms a 

“beloved community”. 

 

To become a Partner in Membership with First Baptist 

Church of Birmingham, Michigan: 

 

A person takes the steps toward a new beginning through 

faith in God’s grace made known in Jesus Christ, becomes 

familiar with the life this congregation, both its heritage 

and its vision for future mission and ministry, if not bap-

tized, follows in the waters of baptism and accepts the 

Covenant of the church. 

 

Opportunities are provided for those interested to meet 

with the pastor to discuss these matters. 

 

JWB/January ‘09 

 

Physical Resources  

Ministry Team:  

Managing Building  

Projects & Repairs 
 

Whether we enter our beautiful Sanctuary for 

worship, or Fellowship Hall, or any  room in 

our facility, we accept without thinking the fact 

that these places are ready and comfortable for 

us.  This would not be the case if it were not for 

a group of capable, dedicated people who work 

to make it so. 

  

There are challenges along the way.  These fre-

quently involve compliance with building codes, 

city ordinances, health and safety considera-

tions, scheduling and supervision.   This build-

ing is used by many people and various organi-

zations. 

  

Recently there were two crucial, and very  

expensive, crises which needed to be  

handled  quickly.  They were addressed and  

resolved.   Ask Micky Bly, Leslie Jaquez,  

Arthur   Kaczmarek, Carol McWilliam, Jerry 

Mills, Bill Olsen, and Harriet Stewart about 

this.  And when you talk with them, remember 

to express your thanks for their care and con-

cern for our convenience and safety. 
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From the Lectionary ...From the Lectionary ...From the Lectionary ...From the Lectionary ...    
 
 

Lent is a period of six weeks in which we prepare ourselves to hear once again the great stories of resurrection. 

Traditionally Lent has been a time of fasting and prayer. The mood is somber and reflective, the color purple 

expressing our penitence. It is a time to look inward, to assess our lives and ponder where we are in our relation-

ship with God. We remember God’s covenant and promise, God’s faithfulness as we grow in God’s ways. In 

Lent we  look forward to doing things a different way. In the Scriptures and music we find expressions of all the 

human emotions, longing for God’s presence, desiring to live in God’s ways. 

 

 

Ash Wednesday is a time when we are invited to stay with the betrayals of our hopes for ourselves—the moments 

when we failed to hold to our commitment to the Christ who walks ahead of us on the way. We contrast the mo-

ments when we cheered on the godliness in the world on Palm Sunday and the times when we failed to do that. 

We see and touch the ashes of those as we acknowledge and grieve our profound humanness.  

 

 

Lent I: During this Season of Lent, we reflect on what it means to journey through life as God leads us. The 

psalmist trusts that God is faithful in mercy and steadfast love, and calls all to follow in God’s paths of truth. As 

we explore God’s promise for all humankind, we rejoice in God’s saving love made known to us in the new life 

that Christ proclaims. 

 

 

Lent II: In times of suffering or stress, we may feel that God is against us or doesn’t care. Yet God hears our cries 

and acts to restore wholeness, not only to individuals, but to the whole community and beyond. When disciples 

include suffering and rejection, God is faithful and does not hide. God keeps promises; we respond in faith and 

thanksgiving.  

 

 

Lent III: Author C.S. Lewis described God’s law as “luminous, severe, disinfectant, exultant.” God’s law is cer-

tain and everlasting, instructing us in life-giving ways. The law is God’s sweet word that enlightens us and calls us 

to account, leading us to be what God has created us to be. It enables us to live together in community, set apart 

as God’s people. 

 

 

Lent IV: God is rich in mercy, bringing healing and wholeness to our lives. The psalmist recalls God’s steadfast 

love in bringing the people of Israel back from exile—God acted to save. As Christians we also know God’s saving 

action through Jesus the Christ. We turn to God in faith and praise. God loves and cares for us, no matter what! 

 

 

Lent V: Our hearts call out to God—for healing, wholeness, mercy, salvation, wisdom. Jeremiah's prophecy as-

sures God’s people that God intends to draw close to us, claiming our very being as the center of the new and 

everlasting covenant. Deep in our hearts, we will know God’s Word; we will live in God’s way.  
 

(Seasons of the Spirit)  
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Celebrating Our 13th Year! 

Our next Vespers … 

6 to 8PM 

Sunday, March 15, 2009 

 

“THE SCOTT GWINNELL 

JAZZ ORCHESTRA”  
 

 

 Sixteen musicians make up this jazz orchestra, 

which will present original arrangements from 

their new CD, "Brush Fire" 

Housing the Homeless 
 

Many thanks to everyone who 

worked tirelessly to help sup-

port the South Oakland Shel-

ter program earlier this month. 

Our leaders included Robert Washburn (overall), 

Jodi Bly (Laundry), Carol Olsen (Dinners), Glenn 

Craig (Breakfasts) David Drake (Drivers) Brian 

Blaesing (Monitors ) 
 

Well done and Thank You to  

ALL our volunteers! 

 

Youth Rally 
Saturday, March 28, 2009 from 12:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m. -- 

Metropolitan Detroit Association of American Baptist 

Churches' (MDAABC) Annual Youth Rally 

(www.metrodetroitassoc-abc.org)., location TBA. This 

Youth Rally invites American Baptist Youth Ministries 

from the entire Detroit Metropolitan Area to come to-

gether for Food, Fun, and Fellowship. For more informa-

tion and to indicate your desire to attend and/or volun-

teer to help coordinate this event, please contact the 

MDAABC office at (248) 443-6888. 

 

 

 

World Day of Prayer 
Friday, March 6 

9:30 AM Quiche & Coffee 

10:30 AM Worship Service 

Holy Name Catholic Church 

RSVP 248-642-5493 (Eileen Schrot) 

 

 
Calling FBCB Knitters: BASCC Event 
Creating Comfort for Those Challenged by Cancer 

Thursday, April 23, 2009  6:30-8:30 p.m 

Come and join us for an evening of fun with kindred spir-

its. We will be assembling blankets as teams.  

(No prior experience is necessary.) 

 B.A.S.C.C., 2121 Midvale, Birmingham, MI  48009 

Please call 248-203-5270 to register. 

Please bring a blunt needle, scissors and a dessert to share.  

 

 

 

 

Daylight Savings Time 
Spring ahead one hour in the early 

morning of Sunday, March 8! 
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Daily Prayers For This Month 
 

 

Each morning when you get up, take a brief moment 

to say the prayer written below. See if, by the end of 

the week, having made this time for God’s word, 

somehow, your life has changed for the better, your 

outlook has become brighter, your spirit, stronger.  

These prayers  are taken  from the “Seasons of the 

Spirit” lectionary materials.  

 

 

March 1, 2009 

Teach us your paths, O God, and lead us in your 

truth. You have been steadfast in your love for us, 

and merciful in welcoming and sustaining us. Forgive 

us when we move away from your loving paths, and 

strengthen us to follow in your way. Amen.  

 

 

March 8, 2009 

Praise to you, God of our salvation. You do not hide 

your face from us. When we are in trouble, you come 

near to us. Give us comfort and strength, that we may 

proclaim your good ness and always rejoice in your 

help. Amen. 

 

 

March 15, 2009 

O God, always creating, always revealing to us your 

righteous paths, teach us to delight in your law and 

guide us in your way of life. We give thanks to you 

through Jesus the Christ, who came to show us that 

way. Amen.  

 

 

March 22, 2009 

Loving God, you guide the wanderer, heal the sick, 

free the captive, nourish the hungry. You love and 

care for us. Accept our response of praise and thanks-

giving, and gather us from every place into the com-

munity of your mercy and grace. Amen. 

Potluck Supper Sign Up 
On March 8th, Let’s join together for a “Tell Me A 

Story” event with Pastor Babian and Seminary In-

tern Min. Marcia Bonds. It will be a fellowship 

opportunity for all ages. Please sign up for the Pot-

luck Supper on the sheet next to the church office. 

Please choose between, Main Dish, Vegetable/

salad, Dessert - to serve 8 to 10.  The church will 

provide beverages and rolls.  Please also, bring your 

family's table service (plates, cups, and silverware).  
 

Please Note 
If you receive a paper version of this newsletter, 

but you do have access to the Internet, would you 

consider changing over to receive and electronic 

version of The SoJournal? This will help us save on 

costs. If you are willing to make the change, please 

email Leslie Jaquez, our Office Manager at firstbap-

tistbirm@sbcglobal.net or give her a call at 248-

644-0550. Thank You! 

 
Yale Divinity School Speaker  

at First Baptist Ann Arbor 
Miroslav Volf will be speaking at the First Baptist 

Church of Ann Arbor on Saturday, April 25, 

2009. Dr. Miroslav Volf, is Henry B. Wright Pro-

fessor of Systematic Theology at Yale Divinity 

School. He is also the Director of the Yale Center 

for Faith and Culture. Dr. Volf is a member of the 

Presbyterian Church U.S.A. as well as the Evan-

gelical Church in Croatia. For more information, 

please contact 734.663.9376.  

A Good Quote 
 

“The test of our progress is not whether we add 

more to the abundance of those who have 

much; it is whether we provide enough for 

those who have too little.” 
 

Franklin D. Roosevelt  

U.S. President 
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March 1, 2009 

“God’s Loving Paths” ~ Psalm 25:1-10 

 

March 8, 2009 

“Always Close” ~ Psalm 22:23-31 

 

March 15, 2009 

“Beautiful Law” ~ Psalm 19 

 

March, 22, 2009 

“No Matter What” ~ Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 

 

Upcoming Sunday Morning Worship at 10:30 AM 
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Visit Our Websites at: firstbaptistbirmingham.org and bjazzvespers.org 

E-Mail: firstbaptistbirm@sbcglobal.net 
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